
This is a letter my students wrote and then read at a Board of Education
meeting.

Nikita Samantha Shaheen
This letter is made out to Tony Sanders and the Members of the School Board,

We are students from Mrs. Smith’s 4th grade class from the IGNITE program of

Glenbrook Elementary and our names are Nikita, Samantha, and Shaheen. We are

here today with a request and a proposal because our class has identified many

issues with plastic usage that we need your help to solve. We have been researching

this topic a lot in the past few weeks and have found that many animals are suffering

from pollution caused by plastic straws.  Every year, 18 billion pounds of plastic

deposited from our world ends up in coastal regions. According to United Nations,

ingestion of plastic kills an estimated 1 million marine birds and 100,000 marine

animals each year, making many species endangered or threatened. And to save our

environment, we need to reduce plastic straw use, and completely ban it from our

school. And - we have to do that now!

“Items such as plastic straws, stirrers and cup lids are too small to be recycled and are

made to break down more quickly than other plastics.” This may sound good, but

those things don’t actually disappear. The plastics just break down to become

microplastics, and the microplastics will get into the animals, which will most likely be

consumed by humans. This would not only harm the animals, but also the humans

who consume them.



Plastic straws also harm the environment. Our district is full of people using plastic

straws  everywhere, some drinking with them, and others just disposing them straight

into trash, even when they don’t need them. Either way, it all ends up in the same

place. Our environment. Now imagine our district not using any plastic straws. This

will make for such a clean environment. Not only will it be good for nature, wildlife, and

our ecosystem, but it will also be very good for the publicity and reputation of our

district. We agree - it will take some getting used to, to find alternate ways of drinking

milk and juice without the use of a plastic straw, but we have cartons with spouts and

paper cups to drink from. With a little adjustment, we will clear out our old ways and

move on with our newer and cleaner way of drinking and not feel any difference. But,

we hope and believe, the difference this little step will make to help our environment

will be monumental in the ultimate journey towards saving our planet.

Another way this is beneficial is because banning plastic straws would cost less money

for the district. And not only will it save the district money, it will also save the

government money. Environmental damages  cost $24.9 billion. If we ban all plastic

straws by 2030, we will save consumers exactly $7.38 billion. And since the government

funds our district, we might want to start banning plastic straws now and save the

government money.

We hope we were successful in stating the importance of this project in banning

plastic straws. If we keep using plastic straws, they will continue to impact, change,

pollute, and destroy the environment. On the other hand, if we ban plastic straws, it

will cost less, be good for your publicity, and it won’t pollute and damage our



environment. Which is why, we have come up with the idea to take out plastic straws

from our school/district, will you please help us implement this idea?

Thank you for listening!


